Recent research into the political culture of the Wars of Religion has demonstrated the importance of libellous publications in the civil wars. As rival parties took up positions in the conflict, writers and their patrons used literary publications to support their claims to honour, status, and political advantage. Through these texts writers cultivated a poetics of obscenity, gossip, and slander that both denounced and illustrated the moral decline of their times. They deployed common genres, tropes, and arguments throughout their disputes, and pursued a range of publishing strategies between manuscript and print. Research into this political culture has transformed our understanding of the Wars of Religion as a period of great literary energy and creativity, giving much needed attention to anonymous, clandestine, and subversive texts, while re-evaluating the involvement of significant writers in the conflicts of their times.
1
The libels collected by the diarist Pierre de L'Estoile (1546-1611), audiencier and secrétaire du roi in the Paris Chancery, provide a major source for this research.
2 L'Estoile's collecting activities preserved a large number of texts from this period that testify to the circulation of libels during the civil wars. He copied the libels that he collected from his sources throughout Paris into his manuscript miscellanies and diaries, where he often commented on the subjects or authors of these texts and deployed them to illustrate particular passages. 3 While the publication of L'Estoile's diaries is ongoing with Droz under the general editorship of Gilbert Schrenck, building on previous editions such as the major edition published by Pierre Gustave Brunet in the late nineteenth century, many of his miscellaneous manuscripts remain unpublished. 4 This article presents a case for another miscellaneous collection, the anonymous 'Bigarrures folatres et mesdisantes', contained in BnF Cinq Cents Colbert 488, fos. 306v-554r and available via Gallica, as being closely linked to L'Estoile's cabinet, perhaps even having been copied directly from one of his miscellanies that has since been lost.
5
The Cinq Cents Colbert collection in the BnF was formed by Jean-Baptiste Colbert as part of his strategy of accumulating prestige at the royal court through cultural patronage and mastering the information networks of the kingdom. 6 Perhaps libels from the Wars of 
